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'fln promises a lette
shall reach her ry niwhr,
".I'Iw!l down the riaed e wanderd,
And passes out of sight,

He goon is at the oecan,
Apd thore moptsahany wirls
With lnown nhd e uplk't,
And black and golden curls,

He takes them out a-ridine,
e bakas Thain ta the o,

And often intheir hionor
Visits the enndy-shops.

With thew he goes acbathinge
U pon the sijjning strand,
thon thov &It and gos=ip
Upon the shelly saud.

He takes them to the r [
And on the horse<
And writing not » |
Mutilda he forgoels.

And furious is Matilda,
That paragon and pearl,
To find that « linmewned

Engaged Loang |t‘rthl
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That a very uh‘i Lt 'J.M\l!h ceain the
n-lmmlmn of beimg -mnl---l is nob sur-

ed and allowed 1o fall out of repaire |

L

The weodwork shrinl-, the |I.-h|]

crumbles  away: and throngh uinate
slits and chasms in wingkw- frammes wnd |
dnor-eases there comes weird ol un-
canny nofes.  The wind, sizli= and
w‘hwlu rs through unseen fissures -
gesting 1o the superst
ings of disembondied spirits. A= whole

hlllhl'hu\li was thrown into consternis |

tion, and had its repose disturbeal  one
stormy winter, by 0 serics of lagenta
Ble howls and shricks that rane threonel
the rooms.  The <ounds were harrow

ing, and as they rose fitfully and
l!lll'l‘\"ﬂ‘i bresking the silence of the
nirht, the stoutest nerves among the
listeners were shaken.  For along time
the visitation contimmsd 1o harrass the
family, recurring by day as well as by
ullvlll, .mll especially in rongh weather
when there was 2 storn, pie yell<
and shricks would come, sudden aml
startling, changing ‘anon into low,
melancholy wails. It was unnecounta
ble. "At Iun-rlh the mystery wassolved.
Complaints Bad boen mude of dranghts
through the house, and as a remedy
stripe--of guita-perchs Jusl sl some
former time be natdefl nlgng the
window-frames, while ita duwpers wer

at the sea side. This, for some
reason explainable  upon  acou-tic
l-:rumlplm had caused the disturhance.

ven after the gutta-percha had buen |

torn awny a sudden blast of wind,
striking near somespot 1o wlkcli afrag-
ment still adbered, woubl lring a

shriek or moan to n-.mmd the family of |

the annoyance they had solonyg en-
dured.

Meantime the house got a bad repu- |
tation, and servants were sly of engngr- |
ing with its owners. A maid more

r-lmng -minded than the others, and who
had  hitherto laughed at their fears,
came flecing to her mistress on one oc
casion, saving that she must leave in-
stantly, and lh.u pothing would induace
her 1o pass another might under the:
roof. There was a lonye vorridor at the
top of the house, anil The girl's story
was, that in passing along it. she hearil
footsteps behind her.  Stopping and
looking back she saw wo one; hut
as soon as she went  on the in-
visible pursuer dild 5o, ton, fol-
lowing close behind. Two or three
times she stoomd still suddenly, hoping
the footsteps wonld pass on and Tive
her the go-by; instead of which llu‘\
mlled up whien she  did, and when at
ast, wilil with terror, she took to her
heels and ran, they eame clattering
along after her to the end of the pas-
sare.

The mistress snspected that some one
was trving to frighten the gicl, and she
urged her to eome up stairs and en-
deavor to tind out the trick. This the
territied damsel refused (o do, 5o the
lady wont off alone.  On reaching the
corridor and procoeding along i, she
was starthed to tind that, as the mail
had deserilidd, some one seemed 1o be
following her —tap, tap, clack, clack.
as of one walkiu;_' \li.]l shodd with shoes
down at the heel —came the steps, Keep-
ing pace with her own, stopping when
she stopped, and moving on when she
dist.  In vain the Iady  peersd aromd
and beside her; nothing was to be seen.
It could be no trick for there was no-
body in that part of the hoase to play a
practical joke. =

Ere long the canse was disowere lin
the shape “of & loose board in the Qour
ing of the corvidor, The plank spring-
inz when pressed by the foor in walk
ing along =ave an echoing sound that
had precisely llu‘ effect of 4 step follow-
ing: and this, in the supposed hanuted
house, was =uflicient to raise alarm.

It happened to us onee to be o tem-
porary dweller in a mansion that had o
ghostly reputation.  We were on onr
way to Paris teaveling with an invalid,
amd the latter suddenly becoming too
ill to proceed on the journey, we were
forced to stop in the fiest town we came
to. The hotel being found ton noisy, a
house in a quicl strect was ene i by
the week. 1t was a grand old mansion
shat had once belonged to a mae
nate  of  the land, falllm  now
from its  high  espate.  aml but
indifferently  kept uph. "
stone  stair-cases,  with badust
of carved oak led to rooms lofty
spacions, whose walls and eeilings were
decorated with gilded enrichments anil
paintings in the stvieof Louis NIV, A
the =ide of the house was a coverad
way deading to the stables and oflices.
This was entered through a tall por'
cofere: and at either side of the great
gates, fived o the iron railings. were a
conple of those huge metal extingnish-
ers —still sometimesto beseon in n'ln-.\int
old honses—us dd in former times to pt
out the torches or links earried arni "!L‘.
by ruuning foomen beside the earri
of the great.  The siables and oflices -vf
thie p'lm e were mow falling into  decay,
and the poric eochere g‘uerl.l\ stisnd
open until nightfall, when the gates
were lock=il.

We had been in the house for some

little time before we heand the stories
of supernatural <ights and sounds con-|

nected  with it “of figure< flitting
through halls and passagzes —the ,_hmu
of former occupants; of strange wiis-
perings and uncanny noises. There cer-
tainly were curions sounds about the
honse, especially in the upper part,
where lumber-clossis were locked and
sealed up. through whose shrunkenand
ill-fittine doors the wind howled with
unearthly wails. In the dining-hall
was arow of old family pictares, taded
and grim: and the popular belief was
that. at the “witching hour,” these
worthies descended from their frames
sud held high festival in the scene of

thid tor rest and  com
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